Chairperson’s Report

The 2002/3 year has been a busy one for AICAFMHA.  Primary activities have included project work, responses to consultation papers, distribution of news and information, management of memberships and development of preliminary marketing strategies.

Work on the Commonwealth funded Children of Parents with a Mental Illness National Initiative (COPMI Project) has required a huge investment of time and resources.  The project continues to progress and grow and enjoys substantial community support across the nation.  Fortnightly updates on project activities are posted on the AICAFMHA website which permits broad access to information about the project.

Following on from the success of the Third International Conference for Child & Adolescent Mental Health in Brisbane in June 2002 the association has continued to develop an international presence.  July saw the association announce that it had been granted full membership of the prestigious IACAPAP (International Association for Child & Adolescent Psychiatry and Allied Professions).  Further to this, in September, AICAFMHA joined with the RANZCP in bidding for the 2010 IACAPAP Congress, supported by the Melbourne Convention and Visitors Bureau.  The bid has been positively received by IACAPAP who have indicated clear support for the Congress coming to Australia.  The Congress typically attracts in excess of 1200 delegates and has the potential to provide significant international exposure for AICAFMHA.
In August 2002, AICAFMHA participated in the MHCA run national consultations with organisations regarding the effectiveness of the Second National Mental Health Plan and the development of a Third National Mental Health Plan.  AICAFMHA noted at the time that there appeared to be a lack of opportunity for young people to participate in the consultation process.  AICAFMHA approached the MHCA regarding these concerns and subsequently co-hosted two consultation sessions, one for child and adolescent mental health workers, and the second with a range of young people.  The MHCA noted that the comments and suggestions of the young people were both powerful and significantly different from the feedback previously received from other non-youth groups.

Resulting from the national consultation strategy, a Consultation Paper for the development of a Third National Mental Health Plan was formulated and circulated for comment in February 2003.  AICAFMHA took a lead role in developing a comprehensive response on behalf of infant, child and adolescent mental health.  AICAFMHA invited e-list subscribers to submit their perspectives on the Consultation Paper and also included these in the response.  Drafts of the response document were posted on the website and comment invited.  The final response document submitted in April 2003 is available on AICAFMHA’s website.  A number of influential organisations have since written of their support for the views and opinions expressed in the response document.

Towards the end of 2002, AICAFMHA changed its e-list management from a publicly available server to its own private list serve facility.  This has enabled the association to more fully manage its e-lists, better maintain privacy, and eliminate unwanted advertising from list postings.  The past year has seen pleasing growth in subscriber numbers to AICAFMHA lists with the AICAFMHA News List now having in excess of 1900 subscribers.  There were 23 issues of electronic newsletter News In Brief circulated via the News List with positive feedback received.

The AICAFMHA Discussion List has maintained its subscriber base around 480.  In September 2002, the COPMI Discussion List was launched with a little over 400 subscribers.

In November 2002, AICAFMHA held its annual general meeting and noted with pleasure that positions on the board of directors had been fully filled with representatives from all Australian states and territories for the first time.

February 2003 saw the release of the revised AICAFMHA website.  The site was given a long overdue facelift with new navigation, layout and information to promote access and ease of use.  The site redesign has resulted in a gradual increase in the number of visitors to the site.  In addition to improved layout, the AICAFMHA website is developing a comprehensive links database which incorporates information about conferences, other relevant websites, reports/articles of significance, information for consumers and for young people.  AICAFMHA will continue to investigate and implement strategies for further developing the website to ensure it remains accessible, effective and up to date.

AICAFMHA also participated in consultations early in 2003 by providing a written response paper and attending the national forum for the Consultation Paper for development of the National Strategic Framework for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Mental Health and Social Well Being 2004-2009 and providing a written response paper to the Consultation Paper: Toward a National Agenda for Early Childhood.  Once again, AICAFMHA’s responses to these consultations have been made publicly available on the website.

A strategic framework for the association was developed through late 2002 and into 2003 by the AICAFMHA board of directors.  A draft of this document was placed on the website for comment and has now been finalised.  AICAFMHA looks forward to implementing a range of strategies to develop services, improve and increase networks, effectively circulate information and expand the association, as time and financial resources permit.

In May 2003, AICAFMHA began investigating options for making financial membership more attractive.  AICAFMHA chose to pursue a strategy of developing ‘member bonuses’ rather than limiting access to information and service to ‘members only’.  In June 2003, AICAFMHA was pleased to announce a partnership arrangement with ACER Press whereby AICAFMHA members receive a 10% discount on any ACER Press publication.  The association will review the effectiveness of this strategy during the 2003/4 financial year while continuing to investigate further ‘member bonus’ options.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the people who have provided their thoughts, opinions and feedback to AICAFMHA across a range of issues and topics.  The participation of members, subscribers and the public is welcomed by AICAFMHA and viewed as integral in ensuring the association remains accessible and connected.

In closing, I would also like to thank the association directors who give of their time freely to support the association.  I would also particularly like to thank Sue Garvin as Company Secretary and Elizabeth Fudge as the Project Manager for the Children of Parents with a Mental Illness (COPMI) initiative who have both worked tirelessly for the Association over the past year.

AICAFMHA has continued to grow over the past 12 months and benefits from broad support and recognition.  The association is continuing to evolve and I and the AICAFMHA Board look forward with anticipation to sustained development in the coming years.

Phil Robinson

Chair, AICAFMHA Board of Directors

