COPMI Project – Reference Group

DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE
Desired Outcome:
The role of the COPMI (Children Of Parents with a Mental Illness) Project Reference Group is to provide guidance and advice with regard to strategies for implementation of the project to support, promote networking and facilitate the achievement of the project outcomes.

Processes:
The Reference Group will achieve this outcome by:

· Taking an ‘overall’ view of the project and supporting the activities developed within this framework

· Providing leadership and expert advice in regard to development and implementation of project activities

· Facilitating networking and broad participation through sharing knowledge of contacts and existing stakeholder networks

· Participating in ‘review and comment’ on materials developed during the project

· Providing feedback about community perception of project activities

· Participating in dissemination of project information to appropriate networks

· Taking an active interest in achieving the project outcomes to the best possible standard

Modus Operandi:

The Reference Group will meet on a 6-8 weekly basis via teleconferencing and annually on a face-to-face basis.

Meeting agenda and papers will be distributed, electronically where possible, at least five working days before the scheduled meeting date. Minutes of meetings will be distributed to all members within 2 weeks of the meeting. Action items agreed during meetings will be clearly marked in the minutes.

Reference Group members who discontinue their involvement will be asked for a recommendation in regard to a replacement.

Professional members of the Reference Group will participate without remuneration. Appropriate arrangements will be made for consumers, carers and young people.

Chair:



Mr Phil Robinson, Chair, AICAFMHA Board of Directors

Accountability:
The Reference Group is accountable to AICAFMHA.

Members:


· Ms. Vicki Cowling, Mental Health Promotion Officer, Maroondah Hospital, Victoria

· Ms. Rose Cuff, Maroondah Hospital Area Mental Health Service, Victoria.

· Ms Carlie Dean, Programs Manager, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry programs, South Eastern Sydney Area Health Service, New South Wales.

· Ms. Dallas De Brabander, Mental Health Branch, Department of Health and Ageing, ACT.

· Ms. Vrinda Edan, mental health services consumer, Victoria.

· Prof. David Hay, Professor of Psychology, Curtin University, W.A. 

· Ms. Michelle Hegarty, Project Officer, Child and Youth Mental Health Service, Queensland. 

· Dr. Nick Kowalenko, Clinical Director, Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Royal North Shore Hospital, New South Wales.

· Ms. Verity Newnham, National Coordinator, National Divisions Youth Alliance, Australian Divisions of General Practice, ACT. 

· Ms. Angela Obradivic, Inner West Area Mental Health Service, The Royal Melbourne Hospital, Victoria.

· Representative, Consumer Consultants Project, Hobart, Tasmania. (To be confirmed)

· National Mental Health Working Party Representative (To be confirmed)

NB: The COPMI Project Management Group (representatives from the project partners, AICAFMHA – Ms. Sue Garvin, COMIC – Ms. Paola Mason, University of Queensland – Prof. Graham Martin and AUSEINET - Ms Jennie Parham) and the Project Manager (Ms. Elizabeth Fudge) will attend meetings as observers.

Proxies:
Proxies will be acceptable for member not able to attend meetings provided their attendance is notified to the Chair prior to the commencement of the meeting.
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