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SPA would like to acknowledge the support of Edubank, the Catholic Education Office, the Association of Independent Schools of Western Australia and The Psychological Corporation in the organisation of this conference.

Keynote Speakers

Dr Val Besag

Val is an experienced teacher, educational psychologist, university lecturer and tutor from the UK.  She is a highly sought-after international speaker and workshop leader who is able to provide highly practical professional development based on research.  Val is an engaging and highly competent facilitator and presenter.  Her workshops are always informative, lively, interactive and immediately applicable to schools and the classroom.

Val is able to provide expertise on a range of key educational issues such as behaviour management, students with severe emotional, behavioural and learning difficulties, and trauma.  She is known for her pioneer work in bullying and authored one of the first books in the UK on school bullying called Bullies and victims in schools: understanding and management (1989).  She has also authored a training manual and numerous articles for journals and books.

She completed her doctorate at Durham University in the area of girls, friendships and bullying.  Val led The European Council Violence in Schools Project (including Italy, France, the Netherlands, Ireland and Greece) in 1997 during which the peer support systems Val had previously implemented were studied.  The Project culminated in the making of a CD-Rom that includes training materials and information for students, parents and teachers, called Coping with Bullying.  It was awarded ‘Best in the World Community Project 1999’ and was made available free of charge to all UK schools.

Val was awarded the Walter Hindes Page Scholarship (1994) for an information exchange program in the USA on violence among young people.  She was also awarded a Churchill Travel Fellowship in 2000 to study peer support projects in a number of countries.

Dee Roche

Dee is a Senior Management Consultant with the AIM-UWA Senior Management Centre.  Dee has a Masters Degree in Leadership and Management and has qualifications in Human Resource Management, and Training and Assessment Systems.  She has an extensive background and experience from the community based, public and private sector arenas.  This experience spans roles in senior management, research, training design, implementation and review, mentoring and consultancy.

Over the past eight years Dee has focused on the specialist areas of governance and risk management, which led to the publication of a National Governance Research Project and the subsequent national release of Governance Training Guides.

Dee has been involved in state, national and international Risk Management Programs, notably conducting a National Health Risk Management Plan throughout the regions of Papua New Guinea and within remote areas of WA and the NT.  She has had extensive experience in examining the political, environmental and organisational change risk factors and their influences on the strategic direction of the organisation or services involved.  Dee has significant interest and experience in leadership development and organisational change management.
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	8.00am
	Registration and Coffee

	8.30am
	Welcome:  Grania Talemaitoga


CONCURRENT SESSIONS

	8.45am
	Session 1:  Dr Val Besag
Students Helping Students: Peer Systems and Programs for Improving Student Relationships (Whole morning session)
	Session 2:  Denise Nicholls

Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (All day session; numbers limited)
(For psychologists only)


	10.00am
	Morning Tea


CONCURRENT SESSIONS (contd)

	10.30am
	Session 1 (contd):  Dr Val Besag
Students Helping Students: Peer Systems and Programs for Improving Student Relationships
	Session 2 (contd):  
Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (All day session; numbers limited)
(For psychologists only)


	12.00pm
	Lunch and Networking


CONCURRENT SESSIONS (contd)

	1.30pm
	Session 3:  Dr Val Besag
Learning Mentors: Skills to Become and Effective Mentor for Students
	Session 2 (contd):  
Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (All day session; limited numbers)
(For psychologists only)


	3.30pm
	Afternoon Tea

	3.45pm
	School Psychologists’ Association Annual General Meeting

	7.30pm
	Conference Dinner at Olive Tree Garden Restaurant

20 Emerald Terrace West Perth. Telephone: 9322 5586
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	8.00am
	Registration and Coffee

	8.30am
	Official Opening:  The Hon Alan Carpenter, Minister for Education (TBC)

	8.45am
	Traditional Welcome:  

	9.00am
	Keynote Address 1:  Dr Val Besag

Effective Systems and Strategies to Improve Pastoral Care for Students: The UK Experience

	10.00am
	Morning Tea


CONCURRENT SESSIONS
	10.30am
	Session 4:  Dr Val Besag

Uncovering the Truth about Girls, Friendships and Bullying
	Session 5:  Antoinette Morris

The Fremantle Fast Track Approach: A Second Chance for Young People
	Session 6:  Facilitator to be confirmed

Workplace Mediation


	12.00pm
	Lunch and Networking


CONCURRENT SESSIONS (contd)

	1.30pm
	Session 7:  Deb Wilkes

Motivational Interviewing
	Session 8:  Rod Mitchell

Restorative Justice
	Session 6 (contd):  Facilitator to be confirmed

Workplace Mediation


	2.30pm
	Sharing of Successful Practice

	3.30pm
	Keynote Address 2:  Dee Roche

Leadership: Acknowledging the Hidden Dimension

	4.15pm
	Closing Address:  Grania Talemaitoga

	4.30pm
	Sundowner



in the classroom and playground for primary and secondary schools are often more effective and long lasting than direct adult intervention.  However, a plethora of programs claiming to be “the solution” have made it difficult for schools to choose and invest in peer systems to counter conflict, bullying and violence.  This workshop is highly sought after by schools in the UK and is now available here in WA.  Val will demonstrate and provide skills for participants to apply the materials on return to their schools.

Session 2:  Denise Nicholls

Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (All day session for psychologists only)

Denise is well known to many WA school psychologists in her role as a Clinical Psychologist with the Department of Health.  Denise has significant knowledge of and experience with children and adolescent mental health, and her expertise will ensure this is an excellent workshop.  This workshop will give introductory instruction in Cognitive Behaviour Therapy.  During the workshop participants will be familiarised with the model of CBT; an evidence base for CBT will be presented; applications of CBT to child and adolescent problems will be illustrated; case studies will be presented; and some experiential exercises will be undertaken.

Session 3:  Dr Val Besag

Learning Mentors: Skills to Become an Effective Mentor for Students

The UK Government has funded a nationwide program for “learning mentors”.  What authorities have found, however, is that the communication skills required by teachers and support staff to become effective learning mentors have not been taught explicitly and do not necessarily ‘come naturally’.

Val is sought after across the UK to provide this training program as both direct training for learning mentors and as a train-the-trainer model.  This workshop is useful for ALL teachers and support workers and has special application to mentors.  Participants will be provided with the counselling skills required to become effective mentors for young people.

Keynote Address 1:  Dr Val Besag

Effective Systems and Strategies to Improve Pastoral Care for Students: The UK Experience

Val’s extensive experience as a teacher, educational psychologist and researcher in a number of schools and educational authorities means she has insight into the range of ways that the whole child can be supported in a school system.  Val will cover ways that student services teams work within and across schools and ways in which the needs of individual students at risk are catered for.  She will refer to research on inclusion and withdrawal models for the most behaviourally challenging students.  Val will provide a ‘warts and all’ analysis of what does and does not work in the UK system.  Participants will have the opportunity to reflect on applications to Western Australian practice based on the UK experience and international research.
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Session 5:  Antoinette Morris

The Fremantle Fast Track Approach: A Second Chance for Young People

Antoinette’s interactive presentation will describe a programme and approach that works very well with students attending Fremantle Fast Track.  She will discuss:

· The challenges faced

· The ethos of the facility
· Case studies of young people

· Profiling of students from the intake interview to classroom placement

· Individualised programming

· Community links

Session 6:  Facilitator to be confirmed

Workplace Mediation

Mediation is a process of assisted negotiation and can be an extremely useful tool for supporting individuals to reach a mutually acceptable agreement.  This workshop will provide participants with an introduction to mediation and the key elements of the process including its voluntary, collaborative and neutral nature.

Session 7:  Deb Wilkes

Motivational Interviewing

Motivational Interviewing is a specific counselling technique that can be used to increase motivation to change.  Although developed by workers within the alcohol and drug field, it has wide application and can be used in a myriad of settings.  In this presentation Deb will explain and demonstrate the key components of this technique and explore those situations in which Motivational Interviewing is most useful.  Participants will also be given an opportunity to practise this skill.  In addition, participants will receive information about a training programme, In Touch: Managing Drug use issues in schools, which is available to all schools in WA through the School Drug Education Project.

Session 8:  Rod Mitchell

Restorative Justice

Rod Mitchell is an inaugural member of Restorative Justice WA and implemented a pilot project of Restorative Justice in schools during 2001. Rod will describe this powerful and effective approach to justice, which focuses on restoration and healing instead of blame and punishment. It is being increasingly used in schools as a way of addressing any situation in which conflict has occurred and harm has been done. The focus is on restoring relationships that have been harmed by conflict using a few simple but profound processes. Key school personnel can make a big difference in their schools by using restorative practices and skilling other staff to do the same. This workshop will outline the theory and ideas behind Restorative Justice and give a practical experience of how it works

[image: image7.wmf]
Keynote Address 2:  Dee Roche

Leadership: Acknowledging the Hidden Dimension

Dee will present a dynamic and cutting edge examination of the affective dimension of leadership in the Noughties.  She will explore the notion of spirit in the workplace and the significant role it plays in effective leadership.

REGISTRATION FORM – SPA Conference 4-5 July 2002

	Full name (Block letters please)
	

	Address
	

	Contact numbers
	

	E-mail
	

	Employer
	

	SPA Member?
	
Yes

No


Concurrent Sessions: Please number each box in order of preference, number 1 being the most preferred.


Thursday 4 July
Sessions 1 and 3



Session 2 (All day; psychologists only)


Friday 5 July
10.30am
Session 4



Session 5



Session 6 (All day)



1.30pm
Session 7



Session 8

INVOICE SPA ABN: 71 60 2189 314  Please note that SPA is not registered for the GST and therefore is not required to list GST as a separate item.

	Conference (Two day registration)
	SPA Member
	$170.00
	

	
	Non-Member
	$230.00
	

	
	Student
	$ 90.00
	

	(One day registration)
	SPA Member
	$ 90.00
	

	
	Non-Member
	$120.00
	

	Closing Sundowner
	
	$15.00
	

	Dinner (delegate)
	
	$40.00
	

	Dinner (partner)
	
	$50.00
	

	
	
	Total due
	

	
	
	Amount enclosed

Please make cheques payable to SPA
	


Closing date for registrations: Monday 24 June 2002.  Forward registration and payment to J O Phillips, School Psychologist, Fremantle DEO, PO Box 63 Beaconsfield 6162

School Psychologists” Association of Western Australia (Inc.)

CALL FOR NOMINATION TO THE EXECUTIVE

All positions on the Executive Committee of the School Psychologists’ Association become vacant at the Annual General Meeting to be held at 3.45pm on Thursday 4 July 2002.  The following positions will need to be filled:

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

AGCA Representative

Executive Member (Newsletter)

Executive Member (Non-Government)

Executive Member (Conference)

Executive Member (Professional Development)

If you wish to nominate for a position please fill in the section below and return it to:

Graham Lambert

Fremantle Education Office

PO Box 63

BEACONSFIELD  WA  6162
NOMINATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 4.30PM THURSDAY 6 JUNE 2002

I, ___________________________ wish to nominate for the position of ___________________.

Nominated by: _______________________

Signature: ____________________________.  Date: _____________________.

Seconded by: _________________________

Signature: ____________________________.  Date: _____________________.


Receiving Officer: ___________________________  Date received: _____________________

Witness: ____________________________________  Date: ______________________

School Psychologists’ Association of Western Australia (Inc)
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for school psychologists, counsellors, school administrators, teachers, SAER coordinators, behaviour consultants, pastoral care workers, youth workers, and other individuals who work with schools, children or young people
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4—5 July 2002





Parmelia Hilton Hotel


Mill Street


Perth


Western Australia





Dear Colleague


You are invited to attend the School Psychologists’ Association’s 13th Annual Conference on 4 and 5 July 2002.


This year’s conference centres on the critical role of relationships in the processes, structures and outcomes of school communities. The conference will provide opportunities to learn more about research into, and develop new understandings about, relationships that enhance, restore and heal.





DAY ONE PROGRAMME: THURSDAY 4 JULY





DAY TWO PROGRAMME: FRIDAY 5 JULY





Title		First name			Family name





Postcode





Work			Home			Fax





Office use only

















District, if applicable





SPEAKER AND SESSION INFORMATION





Session 1:  Dr Val Besag


Students Helping Students: Peer Systems and Programs for Improving Student Relationships (Whole morning session)


Val will provide participants with practical, evidence-based peer systems and programs that work in the complex school environment.  Peer systems  





(Must be a SPA Member)





(Must be a SPA Member)
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Session 4:  Dr Val Besag


Uncovering the Truth about Girls, Friendships and Bullying


This workshop is based on in-depth research into girls’ communication and social behaviour conducted as part of Val’s PhD.  Val will compare this research with action research she conducted with boys about gangs.  Her findings and suggested strategies for schools provide new ways of working with girls in this important area.





The program offers something for everyone – school leaders, practitioners and policy makers – and so an invitation is extended to you to share in this opportunity.


The School Psychologists’ Association Committee:


Louanne Baker�
Herman Bootsma�
Ken Glasgow�
�
Coosje Griffiths�
Diann Kerr�
Andrew Lincoln�
�
James McIntyre�
Jim Phillips�
Catherine Schelfhout�
�
Grania Talemaitoga�
Ann Thomason�
�
�






Sharing of Successful Practice


Several practitioners from around the State will share their experiences with us.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us to hear about and applaud the effective practice of our colleagues (accolades are all too rare) and to have our own practices affirmed!
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