- 4 -

Beyond the Rhetoric In Early Intervention 

Bridging the Gap Between Education, Health, and Crime Prevention
26th-28th March 2003

Hilton Hotel Adelaide

South Australia 

Conference Aims:-

· To promote understanding of the nexus between early intervention in crime prevention, health, human services, and education;  

· To share knowledge and information about early intervention approaches, programs and outcomes;

· To encourage leadership support for early intervention across portfolios and sectors; 

· To enhance the quality of research and evaluation in early intervention;

· To build understanding and facilitate networks or partnerships across agencies in relation to early intervention;

· To support the development of ‘whole of agency’ approaches to early intervention and to support the organisational changes or organisational culture changes necessary to support early intervention;

· To elicit ‘best practice’ principles in early intervention.

The Conference will be of interest to delegates from health human services, education and crime prevention including -
Leadership, policy and training staff across State, Commonwealth and Local Government and from the non-government sector, practitioners, academics and researchers  in areas such as early childhood, parenting support, mental health, community and neighbourhood houses, community development, child protection, education, youth work, crime prevention, community health, housing, welfare, policing, juvenile justice, courts and related areas.

Key Note Speakers :-

Key note speakers will address topics of relevant to early childhood, adolescence,  families and communities, from education, health and wellbeing, and crime prevention perspectives.  Keynote speakers will include: 

· Prof Ross Homel, is Foundation Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice at Griffith University, and is also Deputy Director of the Australian Key Centre for Ethics, Law, Justice and Governance. He was from February 1994 to April 1999 a part-time Commissioner of the Queensland Criminal Justice Commission. He has a particular interest in the prevention of crime, substance abuse and injuries, and has designed, implemented or evaluated several large community-based crime prevention programs.

· Professor Graham Vimpani is head of the Discipline of Paediatrics and Child Health at the University of Newcastle and head of community child health services within the Child and Youth Health Network in Newcastle.  He has a background in community paediatrics and a longstanding interest in promoting child development through social justice and early intervention strategies that address the support needs of families with young children.  His research interests have spanned childhood injury prevention, child protection, the impact of lead on child development, the evaluation of home visiting, health outcomes in adolescent boys and the links between socio-economic inequality and child health

· Dr Fred Matthews is Director of Research and Program Development at Central Toronto Youth Services, Canada and has previously worked as a principle researcher, consultant and university professor, as well as taking leadership roles in a wide range of Government and non-Government boards and associations He has published over 50 articles on a range of topics including crime prevention, community development, youth gangs, violence in schools, child abuse, adolescent sex offenders and street youth.

· Professor Nick Tilley is Professor of Sociology at  Nottingham Trent University, UK

and Visiting Professor  at the Jill Dando Institute  of Crime Science and Consultant  to the British Home Office to work on evaluation of crime prevention. His main interest lies in the application of scientific theory and method to dealing with policy and practice questions, most particularly in relation to crime prevention.  He has published or edited over 90 articles and texts and is co-author of Realistic Evaluation.
Conference Themes

· bridging the ‘theory gaps’ across approaches to early intervention (for example, ‘intervening in the early years’, ‘intervening early in a pathway to an undesirable outcome’, ‘intervening at life transition points’, ‘intervening with individuals and/or families and/or communities’);

· bridging the ‘knowledge gaps’ across human services, crime prevention and education (for example, theories and approaches in different sectors, research outcomes that may be useful across sectors, developing collaborative research and learning processes);

· bridging the ‘practice gaps’ across the sectors (for example, collaborative programs and interventions that cross health, welfare, education and/or justice);

· bridging the ‘structural gaps’ across the portfolios (for example, collaborative practice; structures and processes for inter-agency or ‘whole of Government’ approaches; policy and program development);

· bridging the ‘theory to practice’ gaps (for example, developing relationships between researchers, policy makers, and practitioners;  using research and evaluation to inform policy and practice;  using policy and practice to inform theory and research development).
Papers and program examples may:

· address one or more of the themes above;

· be drawn from South Australia, interstate or overseas;

· incorporate early childhood, parenting, adolescence, ‘life transitions’ or ‘life course development’ approaches;

· incorporate individual, family and community approaches.

The conference  format will include:-

· Key note speakers; 

· Interactive workshop sessions on conference themes;

· Debates and panel presentations with opportunities for audience participation;

· Opportunities to show case programs that “bridge the gap” and demonstrate promising approaches to positive outcomes.

· Poster Presentations.

Call for Abstracts
Deadline October 18th 2002

You are invited to submit an abstract for a paper, workshop or poster presentation which will address the conference aims and themes. The time allocated for paper presentations within concurrent  sessions is 20 minutes, with additional time for  questions from the floor at the end of the sessions. Other presentation formats will be considered.

Posters should not exceed 1.6m x1.6m in size.

Checklist for Abstracts

In a covering letter please indicate:-

· whether abstract is for paper, workshop or poster presentation;

· the theme(s) your paper /poster or workshop is addressing; 

· your audio visual requirements;

· the title of the presentation, name of author(s) and (if different) presenters

· names of presenters and their involvement in the area of work or topic for the presentation.

 The abstract should be around 500 words in length.

The  full name of the contact person, address and telephone, fax and email addresses should be included.

Abstract content

· The topic of the paper ( eg project, program, research);

· Objective and purpose of the project/program/research;

· Brief outline of the  paper.

Please  email or post  your abstract to the  conference coordinator by October 18th 2002.

Acceptance or otherwise  for presentation as a  paper, poster or workshop will be at the discretion of the conference committee.

The conference committee  regrets that presenters cannot be offered free registration at the conference. Those presenters who are attending the conference will be offered “early bird” registrations rates.

The Conference  Committees seeks first right of publishing papers presented at the conference. Other arrangements, if required, will need to be negotiated on a case by case basis.

The Conference committee members are:

	Ms Judy Underdown
	Attorney-General’s Department, South Australia

	Ms Gill Westhorp
	Attorney-General’s Department, South Australia.

	Ms Anna Brazier
	Department for Education & Children’s Services, South Australia

	Mr John Forward
	Department of Human Services, South Australia.

	Mr Michael O’Connell
	Victims of Crime Coordinator South Australia.

	Ms Jan Shaw
	Department of Family and Community Services, South Australia.

	Ms Julie Francis
	Parenting SA.

	Mr David Wuttke
	Department of Education & Children’s Services, South Australia.

	Ms Vikki Booth
	Attorney-General’s Department, South Australia.

	Mr James Armitage
	Attorney-General’s Department, South 

Australia.


Contact Details

Beyond the Rhetoric in Early Intervention

Conference Coordinator,

Crime Prevention Unit,

Attorney General’s Department,

GPO Box 464,

Adelaide, South Australia, 5000

Telephone  08 8463 4098 or 08 8204 2744

Fax 

08 8204 9883

email          underdown.judy@agd.sa.gov.au





or 



westhorp.gill@agd.sa.gov.au

Please email Conference Coordinator at underdown.judy@agd.sa.gov.au  if you would like  your name to be put on the  mailing list and to be notified of any other conference information.

