My name is Christine Matthews and I am a 23 year old student whose Mother suffers from schizophrenia. I have several suggestions for politicians regarding how funding could be used to help young people in positions such as my own. I am interested in getting together with other young people whose parent/s suffer from a mental illness with the hope of coming up with some common suggestions/thoughts/comments on this issue. Vichealth has just awarded a $600 000 funding grant for a project designed to help kids with mentally ill parents. After meeting with the director of Vichealth, I have been assured that any suggestions that we have, as a group, will be taken on board by the organisation that is running this project. 

I would like to organise some focus groups for young people with mentally ill parents so that we can come up with suggestions for this funding. These groups will take place in Melbourne (not exactly sure where yet but we will make an effort for it to be in a central place that is near public transport). If you are between 15 and 23 and have a parent with a mental illness, or you know of someone who fits this description, please email me so that we can organise to get together.  My email address is: _ HYPERLINK "mailto:c.matthews1@pgrad.unimelb.edu.au" 

