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QUEENSLAND ALLIANCE slams culture

of fear and hysteria

This week Queensland took a step in the direction of hysteria in relation to mental health issues.

The Queensland Alliance, the peak body for community groups in the mental illness and psychiatric disability sector, has hit out at the campaign of hysteria and harassment being perpetuated against Queenslanders with mental health problems.

This statement comes at the end of a week which has seen Queenslanders with mental illness vilified and become the target of a fear-mongering campaign.
Ms Narelle Oliver, President of the Alliance, labelled the debate in Queensland over the past week as inflammatory and uninformed of the basic facts surrounding mental illness.

“It is by now widely established that people living with a mental illness or psychiatric disability do not represent a greater threat to public safety than other people”, she said. “They are in fact more likely to harm themselves than others - a risk which only escalates with the public fear-mongering we have seen this week.”

“We are now hearing reports of intimidation and harassment in the community directed towards people who are already ill. This is clearly unacceptable. It prevents people from receiving the care they need, and causes distress to carers and support systems.”

Ms Oliver reported the findings of a recent study by the Criminology Research Council, which found that ‘deinstitutionalisation and the introduction of community care have not contributed to greater rates of offending’ among people with a mental illness. She echoed the Council’s call for government to make community service delivery their priority.

“The best thing government can do is to make a political commitment to properly fund the care of people who live with a mental illness or psychiatric disability – especially those systems of care out in the community”, she said.

“People with mental health problems depend on the availability of proper treatment, and it is the responsibility of Government to provide this,” Ms Oliver said. 

“1 in 5 Australians will have a mental health problem during their life, so we call on the Government to provide adequate resources to meet the health needs of our community. Going back to a reactionary, out-of-sight-out-of-mind approach will not deal with the everyday needs of people living with a mental illness. Nor does it positively support their carers, families and support systems.”
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