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INDIGENOUS EVENTS MANAGEMENT IN CONJUNCTION WITH GRACELYN SMALLWOOD, BIRRIWOOD CONSULTANCY

 REGISTRATION FORM

ABN: 27 806 301 125
Mental Health from an Indigenous Perspective Conference

11-13 December 2002
Greenmount Beach Resort Coolangatta
Mr/Ms/Mrs/Other……FullName……………....…

Organisation………………………………………..

Position……………………………………………..

Work Address………………………………………

Town………………State………Postcode 

Phone (work) ……… Fax ………………

Phone (h) ……………..…………………

Name as you wish it read on your badge

…………………………………………..………..…

Special Dietary Requirements………………………

TRAVEL/ACCOMMODATION

Travel and Accommodation is not included the registration fees.   For Travel/Accommodation bookings contact  CHR TRAVEL MACKAY 1300 885 111
REGISTRATION FEES
FROM 1ST OCTOBER 2002 TO 10th DECEMBER 2002  $550.00 + $55.00GST
MONEY RECEIVED AFTER 10th DECEMBER 2002        $700.00 + $70.00GST
LATE REGISTRATION FEES WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED AFTER 10th DECEMBER 2002.

COME AND JOIN US AT THE CONFERENCE DINNER FOR A GREAT NIGHT OUT

THIS IS AN ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF

$55.00 + $5.50GST

PLEASE INDICATE IN THE BOX BELOW IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND      

DINNER @ $55.00+$5.50GST PER PERSON   □
Please forward completed form with your cheque made payable to:

Indigenous Events Management (IEM)

PO BOX 761, PROSERPINE, QLD,  4800

PH 07 49457233 FAX 07 49457244 


Email : indigenousevent@austarnet.com.au

I have read this brochure and by submitting this registration form we agree to honour the conditions set out in this form which I believe includes all costs marked by my Organisation, and we accept full responsibility for this.  Cancellation fees incur an  85% penalty

Signed…………………………...……………….. Date………………………………………………

	Indigenous Events Management in conjuction with Gracelyn Smallwood, Director of Birriwood  Consultancy Pty Ltd are hosting the Mental Health from an Indigenous Perspective Conference.  Gracelyn is a registered nurse, a midwife, has a diploma in mental health first Indigenous Australian to receive Master of Science Degree in Public Health, currently pursuing her PHD in Indigenous Mental Health is a former Director of Nursing in Central Australia, Former Associate  at University of Southern Queensland a former consultant to the World Health Organisation on HIV Aids and was Queensland Aboriginal of the year in 1986 one the Australian medal in 1994 for 25 years service to public Health one the Henry Kemp Award in Malaysia for the prevention of child abuse.

Conference Philosophy
Aboriginal people have a higher incidence of western lifestyle problems such as diabetes, heart disease, cancer, chronic respiratory disease, drug and alcohol abuse and mental ill health., dying 15 to 20 years younger than other Australians.  Aboriginal people are still trying to deal with the past and cope with the future.  History still affects us today in social and mental problems.  While it is widely recognised that disproportionate numbers of indigenous Australians spend time in the prison system, it is less publicised that the prevalence of mental disorders is between 35% to 54% amongst the indigenous population. The treatment of Mental Illness by inappropriate “white” concepts is still prevalent.  Aboriginal communities have gone through a cycle of dispossession, powerlessness, having their language and culture destroyed since the white man and woman came to Australia.  It is not surprising that suicide figures prominently in the equation for some Aboriginal Communities in Australia.  Suicide did not figure prominently in Aboriginal communities in the past.

This conference will take on a holistic approach to Aboriginal Mental Health and look at educating our health workers, mental health workers, nurses and doctors in dealing with Mental Health in an appropriate cultural manner.

The major focus of the conference is to inspire and educate Indigenous Health Workers, Nurses and Doctors in all aspects of the mental health issues affecting the Indigenous Community and enlighten them on programs that have been introduced into communities.

The Conference is open to non indigenous health workers, doctors and nurses which is strongly encouraged.  This conference will emphasise the importance of using culturally appropriate assessment approach by highlighting the issues indigenous people face in their day to day lives.  

Conference Aims
The conference aims to improve our understanding of indigenous mental health issues with the emphasis on early intervention and prevention in mental health.    
The conference is focused on creating networks and networking between community-based organisations and government departments working in the field of Indigenous affairs and mental health.  

The aims of the conference are to bring together Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-Indigenous professionals with an interest in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander mental health issues.

To identify all mental health issues for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in a culturally appropriate manner. To share and compare successful mental health programs. To evaluate traditional aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander issues surrounding mental health.


	Call for Papers
All papers must be presented in a positive light and be open to questions at the conference if selected.

If you wish to submit a paper to the conference it is required that a one page typed summation to be forwarded to the Conference Secretariat through email, mail or fax.

AGENDA

DAY 1        11 December 2002
3.00 pm
Registrations

4.00 pm
Welcome to Country

4.15 pm
Traditional Dance Performance

4.30 pm
Keynote – The Role of Aboriginal Medica

                           Services

5.15-6.15pm Cocktail Hour
DAY 2       12 December 2002

9.00am               NACCHO’s Perspective on Indigenous Mental

                          Health

9.45 am 
Keynote - Foetal Alcohol Syndrome

10.30am
Morning Tea
11.00 am             Keynote - Deaths in Custody

11.45 am
Keynote – Government Policy for Indigenous

                                Mental Health

12.30 pm
Lunch
  1.30 pm
Workshop – Beneath the Silence

  1.30 pm
Workshop – Western & Indigenous Mental 

                                Health

  2.30 pm
Afternoon Tea
  3.00 pm            Workshop – Working with Indigenous Youth,

                                the effects of Drugs & Alcohol

  3.00 pm
Workshop - The effects of Family Violence

  4.00 pm
Keynote - International Guest Speaker                               

  4.45 pm 
Recommendations

 7.00pm     Conference Dinner – Murrioeke 

 7.15pm     Guest Speaker  

DAY 3        13 December 2002
9.00 am 
Keynote –Gracelyn Smallwood

9.45 am               Keynote – The Concept of Aboriginal and 

                                Torres Strait Islander Mental Health Services

10.30am              Morning Tea
11.00 am             Workshop – Better Management of

                           Medication

11.00 am             Workshop – Healing Activities, a hands on

                           approach

12.00 pm
Lunch
  1.00 pm
Keynote – Family Separation

  1.45 pm
Keynote  - Yarrabah Experience, Suicide & 

                                Prevention

  2.30 pm
Recommendations

  3.15 pm 
Afternoon Tea
                  Conference Close
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