COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA


Health Services Division


GPO Box 9848, Canberra ACT 2601
[image: image1.png]Hea\th and
Aged Care




Telephone: (02) 6289 7139  Fax: (02) 6289 7703

[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


ABN 83 605 426 759


See next page

August 2001

Development of National Practice Standards for the Mental Health Workforce

Supporting Information

________________________________________________________________________

Drafting of the National Standards

The draft National Practice Standards for the Mental Health Workforce were developed in consultation with members of the National Mental Health Education and Training Group and representatives of each of the five professional disciplines of social work, occupational therapy, nursing, psychology and psychiatry between April and August 2001. 

The Consultation Phase

The National Education and Training Advisory Group (NMHETAG) have invited over twenty organisations and professional groups to participate in the consultation process to review the draft National Practice Standards for the Mental Health Workforce. Letters are being sent to each of the identified organisations (Attachment A) in the last week of August. 

Organisations will then have 10 weeks to consult with their members and to forward comments to the Mental Health and Special Programs Branch by 16 November 2001. This time line (Attachment B) will enable the Standards to be near completion by the end of November 2001.

The NMHETAG invite you to review these standards and facilitate a process that will enable your constituency or members to provide you with their feedback. We request that a consolidated view of the feedback from your members is forwarded to the Commonwealth. This approach should enhance both the outcomes and efficiency of the consultation process by enabling organisations to debate the issues amongst their members and provide a consolidated view. 

The adoption of the Standards by the professional disciplines is heavily dependent on the consultation process, in creating awareness of the Standards and encouraging “ownership” of the Standards. It is therefore considered by the NMHETAG, that the consultation process is best pursued by the agencies and organisations who are likely to be the recipients or users of the Standards. 

It is vital that your members view the Standards as giving them a clear and positive direction for the future and one that will enable better co-operation and understanding between professionals and consumers in mental health services. 

The NMHETAG is particularly interested in comments that address the following points:

· Do the Standards sufficiently represent the range of knowledge, skills and attitudes for all mental health practitioners?

· What should be added, altered or omitted?

· How could the Standards be used by educators, clinicians, managers, consumers, carers, and policy makers?

We would ask you to synthesise the views of your constituency and provide to us a consolidated response by 16 November 2001.  Please address your correspondence to:

Dr Stephen Castle

Mental Health Branch

Department of Health and Aged Care

PO Box 9848 

Canberra City  ACT   2601

Implementation Process

As the consultation process progresses the NMHETAG will commence work on the development of an implementation strategy. It is likely that the NMHETAG will agree to a strategy for implementation at their next meeting on 6 December 2001. As mentioned in the attached letter, the NMHETAG would welcome feedback on the views of your members in relation to the implementation of the Standards. Please forward any views or suggestions to Dr Castle at the above address by 16 November 2001. 

Once agreement has been reached on the content of the Standards it is likely that the Standards will be published and made available for distribution, early in 2002. Particular effort will be made to ensure the presentation of the Standards is user friendly. The final version of the Standards will include an executive summary that will be drafted once the consultations are completed.

The National Mental Health Education and Training Advisory Group

In May 2000, the AHMAC National Mental Health Working Group identified the need for a national mental health education and training initiative. Under the National Mental Health Strategy, the National Mental Health Education and Training Advisory Group (NMHETAG) was established to progress issues relating to education and training. 

Members of the NMHETAG were selected for their expertise within their respective professions. Members of the NMHETAG are listed on page 49 of the draft National Practice Standards for the Mental Health Workforce and the terms of reference of the Advisory Group are provided under Attachment C. 

To date the advisory group have held four meetings. The development of the draft Standards in consultation with the five mental health professional disciplines of social work, occupational therapy, nursing, psychology and psychiatry forms one of the key activities identified for progression by the NMHETAG. 













Attachment C

National Mental Health Education and Training Advisory Group 

Terms of Reference        

In association with the AHMAC Mental Health Working Group, inform and assist the Mental Health and Special Program Branch to develop and implement the national mental health education and training initiative

Stage 1

1.
Identify and review mental health education and training initiatives that have been undertaken nationally, under the National Mental Health Strategy

2.
Identify mental health education and training strategies that have been developed at state, territory and local levels

3.
Review international developments and initiatives in mental health education and training

4.
Consult with key stakeholders including State and Territory Directors of Mental Health, relevant professional associations and colleges, tertiary institutions, consumers and carers, non-government organisations and relevant state and territory government departments.  

Stage 2

5.       Develop an education and training strategy, which may be 

implemented at a national, state/territory and local level.

6.
Propose strategies for monitoring and evaluation of initiatives undertaken at national, state and territory levels.










  


Attachment A

Key Organisations/ Professional Groups to Engage in the Consultation Process

The National Education and Training Advisory Group have identified and invited the following organisations and professional groups to consult their members on the draft National Practice Standards for the Mental Health Workforce:

· Mental Health Council of Australia;

· Australian Mental Health Consumer Network;

· State and Territory Governments;

· Professional disciplines of social work, occupational therapy, nursing, psychology and psychiatry;

· Deans of the Schools of the professionals disciplines;

· Strategic Planning Group for Private Psychiatric Services;

· Transcultural Mental Health Network;

· Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health;

· Auseinet;

· beyondblue; 

· Australian Nursing Federation;

· Australian Divisions of General Practice;

· Royal Australian College of General Practitioners;

· Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine; and

· Community Services and Health Training Australia.














Attachment B

Timeframe for Consultation on the draft National Practice Standards

 for the Mental Health Workforce

This time line indicates the dates for the commencement and cessation of the public consultations and includes a list of meetings that have been opportunistically scheduled to date to support the consultation process. 

Week of 27 August 2001
  Consultation process to commence 

29 –31 August 2001
TheMHS 11th Annual Mental Health Services Conference, Wellington, NZ.







   - consultation workshop 

29 August 2001            

   Australian Nurses Federation, Canberra

10-11 September 2001
The NSW institute of Psychiatry 2nd National Mental Health Conference, Sydney.

16 November 2001
Due date for all comments to be submitted to the Mental Health and Special Programs Branch.

30 November 2001
Completion of a final version of the National Practice Standards for the Mental Health Workforce.

   February 2001
Distribution of the National Practice Standards for the Mental Health Workforce. 
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