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Working together to enhance the wellbeing and life chances of children and young people.
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Overview
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The Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (the Alliance) is a national collaboration whose purpose is to facilitate the generation and translation of knowledge to enhance the well-being and life chances of Australian children and young people.


The idea of this Alliance arose from a variety of groups concerned with the development, health and wellbeing of children and young people who were convinced that we could make better links between our research, policy and practice.  This idea has grown and developed, culminating in a strategic planning workshop held in Brisbane in November 2001 and attended by representatives of
over 40 diverse child focused organisations from both the government and non government sectors.  

In June 2002 the Alliance was established as a company limited by guarantee with a Board of Directors.  Mr Michael Chaney, Managing Director of Wesfarmers, is Chairman of the Board.  Other Directors are Prof Fiona Stanley AC, CEO of the Alliance, Ms Elaine Henry OAM, CEO of The Smith Family and retired Judge Mr Tony Fitzgerald AC QC.  The Alliance was officially launched by the Prime Minister, Hon John Howard at a function in Perth on 19 July 2002. 

Seed funding has been provided by the Ian Potter Foundation to facilitate the establishment of the new entity.  By June 2002 the WA Lotteries Commission, WA State Government, Baker Foundation and the Commonwealth Government also provided financial support. Further funding is being sought for key activities of the Alliance.

The Alliance has two primary objects:

1. To promote collaborative research and agenda setting for children and young people in Australia.

2. To promote the application of research to policy and practice for children and young people.

The Alliance will broker new research collaborations and enable multidisciplinary groups to address a research agenda.  It will enable innovative funding arrangements and efficient and effective data exchange.  It will seek to attract the best skills and ensure that the national research infrastructure is effectively employed.  The Alliance will link national and international research, policy and practice, and seek support from the Commonwealth and Federal Governments, corporations, and philanthropic organisations.  

A key feature of the Alliance will be its emphasis on translating research into an accessible form to enable better utilisation by those engaged in policy development and implementation.  A comprehensive communication strategy will provide the links and develop the products to make the information useable.

CORE ACTIVITIES OF THE ALLIANCE

The activity agenda of the Alliance will incorporate the following:

National Research Agenda - workshop key policy questions and research priorities with stakeholders in research, policy and practice communities to arrive at an agreed priority agenda for future research.  The first steps in this process occurred in May 2002 through two round table conferences organised by Australia 21 and the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia.

New research consortia - influence the application of research funding to address the priorities identified in the national agenda and then enable new research collaborations to undertake this research.  The Alliance will not have the capacity to undertake research independent of its member research bodies, but it will facilitate new alliances and partnerships utilising spare capacity, fostering new relationships and interdisciplinary synergies to add value to the overall national research capacity.

National Data Network - develop a mechanism for sharing data across a wide range of primary research bodies.  Ensure that the best possible use is made of existing data without compromising standards of privacy or intellectual property.

National Clearing House - assist the translation of research findings into a form accessible to policymakers and practitioners through collating relevant research findings, and commissioning systematic reviews and meta-evaluations to summarise and extract key findings for the application of practitioners.  The clearing house concept would involve peer review and quality assurance of research, and communication and dissemination strategies ranging from workshops, seminars and publications to new web based technologies.

Communications Strategy - the Alliance is a relationship based entity and effective communication between all the layers of stakeholders is fundamental to its mode of operation.  Communication specialists will be needed to ensure that research material is effectively translated for use by audiences that will include service providers, government policy makers, media, and community members with an interest in the issues that impact on the wellbeing of children.  The communication strategy will utilise web based products to link those with specialist interests and also provide general information to audiences wanting non technical information.  Products and communication strategies will be carefully targeted.  The Alliance will achieve its impact on policy and practice through its communication strategies.  It will advocate for the use of evidence based strategies in policy and practice, in a collegiate and progressive manner.
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