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Media Release

Rural and remote health services to receive $2.1m training boost

The Minister for Health and Ageing, Senator Kay Patterson, has approved a $2.1 million training program for allied health professionals in rural and remote areas of Australia.

Allied health professionals play an important role in maintaining the health and well-being of rural and remote communities.  Professionals across allied health fields including physiotherapists, occupational therapists, psychologists, social workers and nutritionists will be eligible to apply for a scholarship to continue their professional education under this scheme.  

Robyn Adams, President of Services for Australian Rural and Remote Allied Health (SARRAH), says the funding will assist allied health professionals in rural and remote areas and improve recruitment and retention rates across these professions.  

“The scholarship scheme will enable recipients to enhance their professional skills and tailor their education to suit the needs of their local community,” said Ms Adams.  “This will promote and maintain health and well-being in rural and remote communities by increasing health assessment and treatment services,” she added.

The program will be administered by Services for Australian Rural and Remote Allied Health (SARRAH) in partnership with the Australian Rural and Remote Allied Health Taskforce (ARRAHT) of the Health Professions Council of Australia (HPCA).  

Shelagh Lowe, Chairperson of ARRAHT of the HPCA welcomes the new funding.  She said: “Allied health professionals will be able to seek assistance for activities that suit the needs of their local communities as well as their personal circumstances.  Options include individual clinical placements, short courses, postgraduate tertiary qualifications or conference attendance.” 

The scholarship program will be implemented over three years with $600,000 funding available each year.  Applications for the first round of scholarship funding under this scheme close on April 15, 2003.  
For additional information contact:

Peter Brown, CAHRRS Scholarship Manager, 

Email: cahrrs@ruralhealth.org.au
Tel: 02 6285 4660
February 19, 2003
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