Our Consumers’ Issues Conference is being held at Dee Why RSL Club, here on the beautiful Northern Beaches of Sydney.  We cordially invite you (whether you’re a consumer, family member, service provider or other interested person) to come along and share with us over 2 days in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere all your ideas, suggestions and concerns.  This conference is open to all whether residing in Sydney, rural NSW or other States and Territories.

Costs:  $15.00 for unsalaried consumers & students.  $20.00 for salaried consumers.  $50.00 for other interested persons.

This conference is being organised via our weekly consumers’ meetings in order for as many consumers as possible to have a chance to participate in the organising of the conference.   This is a conference with a difference. 

Instead of having a whole lot of speakers or paper presentations we are aiming for a lot of participation and interaction with conference delegates via mini workshops. We want all who attend to have the opportunity to have their say. Hence, only the two Keynote Speakers are presenting papers.
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Some issues we hope to include are:                 

· Accommodation

· Accessing other community & government services

· 3rd National Mental Health Plan

· Creative sessions – drama, creative writing, music and poetry.

· Issues for Young people & Students

· Partnerships with Teachers, Family members & Service Providers.

· Stigma.

· Spirituality.

· Case Management.

· Families with parental mental illness.

· Police.

· Accessing Mental Health Services.

· What happens in a crisis.

· Consumer Participation.

· Employment.

· Recovery.

· Multicultural issues.

· Indigenous Issues

· Mental Illness & Substance Abuse

· Forensic Consumers

On our programme we have some time for you to present a lighthearted and humorous poem and/or limerick.  Poems will be restricted to 12 lines and limericks to six lines respectively.  If you want to present your poem and/or limerick you need to submit it to us by 31st May, 2003.  Only 1 poem and/or limerick will be accepted per person.

Dee Why RSL Club is easily accessible by public transport from the City & Manly and they have parking facilities for those who wish to bring their car.
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Tea and coffee will be provided upon arrival and for morning and afternoon tea for both days.  The Club has a number of reasonably priced eating facilities which you can purchase your lunch.  

On Wednesday we need to vacate the conference rooms by 4pm as the Club has another function.  You are welcome to join us for coffee at the Club’s café.

LET’S DINE OUT(
We are also planning to host a have a Chinese Banquet on Wednesday night.  Come along and join in the fun.  This is an added cost to the actual registration fee, but hey – it’s worth it – Chinese banquet starts at 6.30pm at The Golden Singapura Restaurant at Brookvale – easily accessible by public transport.

[image: image3.png]



Please send in your registration and payment by Friday 1st August, 2003.

DO YOU WANT TO BRAG ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE DOING?
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WHY NOT BOOK AN INFORMATION TABLE

COST $50.00

Only 10 Tables Available

ALL TABLES  NEED TO BE SET UP PRIOR TO THE START OF THE CONFERENCE AND YOU  ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR TIDY UP & CLEARANCE AT THE END OF EACH DAY.

(The Club has another function on Wednesday night, hence information cannot be left on the tables overnight).

Contact Desley Casey PRIOR To Booking a Table

Ph. (02)  9976 9602 

Or 

Mobile 0417 502 178

Hosted By

NORTHERN BEACHES

MENTAL HEALTH

CONSUMER NETWORK
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Postal Address:

Northern Beaches Consumers’ Office,

P.O. Box 465, Manly.  NSW  1655.

Our Home is at:

The Shed, Manly Hospital,

Darley Rd, Manly. NSW.

Phone:  (02) 9976 9602 or 

Mobile  0417 502 178

Email:  dcasey@doh.health.nsw.gov.au
Times:  Wednesday 9am Registration for a 9.45am start.

Thursday: 8.15am Meet for Coffee for a 9.15am Start.

Consumers’ Issues

Mental Health Conference
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Wednesday 1st October &

Thursday 2nd October, 2003

At Dee Why RSL Club

932 Pittwater Rd,

Dee Why. Sydney. NSW

Proudly Supported by: 

Dee Why RSL Club & PRA
