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Appointment of Associate Commissioner and public hearings

The Government has appointed Ms Cate McKenzie as an Associate Commissioner for the Disability Discrimination Act inquiry. Ms McKenzie will join the Presiding Commissioner, Helen Owens. The previous Associate Commissioner, Dr John Paterson, passed away in February 2003.

Cate McKenzie brings to the inquiry a wealth of experience in discrimination law and public policy. She is a Deputy President of the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT), and has served as the President of the Victorian Anti-Discrimination Tribunal (formerly the Equal Opportunity Board). As a Deputy President of VCAT she has particular responsibility for dealing with credit disputes, but is also involved in hearing discrimination cases brought under Victorian legislation. Ms McKenzie began her legal career in the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office in 1975, rising to Assistant Chief Parliamentary Counsel. The Commission welcomes her appointment.  

Public hearings timetable

The Commission will hold public hearings in May, June and July, where anyone with an interest in the inquiry can talk about their submission and discuss issues with the Commissioners. You can also come to the hearings and listen to other peoples’ presentations. Public hearings will be held in accessible venues. If you have any particular access or communication requirements, please contact us prior to the hearings to ensure availability. We will hold hearings on the following dates in the following locations.

	Darwin
	

	Commencing
Tuesday 27 May
	Litchfield Room
Parliament House
DARWIN

	Brisbane
	

	Commencing
Thursday 29 May
	Taldora Room
Mercure Hotel
85-87 North Quay
(or Chelsea Lane entry)

	Hobart
	

	Commencing
Wednesday 4 June
	Wellington Room
Corus Hotel
156 Bathurst Street

	Canberra
	

	Commencing
Wednesday 18 June
	Arthur Boyd Room
Saville Park Suites
84 Northbourne Avenue

	Perth
	

	Commencing
Monday 30 June
	Westend Room 1
Rydges Hotel
Cnr Hay & King Streets

	Adelaide
	

	Commencing
Thursday 2 July
	Venue to be advised (check website)

	Sydney
	

	Commencing
Monday 14 July
	Smith Room
Wesley Conference Centre
220 Pitt Street

	Melbourne
	

	Commencing
Tuesday 22 July
	Venue to be advised (check website)


We will contact everyone who has told us that they want to present submissions at the public hearings to arrange times and any particular access requirements. If you want to present a submission at the public hearings, but have not yet registered, please fill in the attached form and return it to us as soon as possible. 

Although the due date for submissions to be presented at the public hearings was 16 May, you can still make a late submission to the inquiry. Submissions will be accepted throughout the inquiry. However, if you wish to present a submission at a public hearing, please send it at least a week before the hearing is to be held. 

Making a submission

Submissions do not have to be long or formal. Electronic submissions are preferred, but you can also send a short letter, an email or a tape. In the interests of encouraging open debate, we make submissions available to the public. If you don’t want your submission to be publicly available, you should call us before you send it. More specific details on making a submission are available on our website. Contact us if you want to know more about making a submission.

Availability of submissions and transcripts

Submissions and transcripts from public hearings will be available on the inquiry’s website as both text and pdf files. If these formats are unsuitable, or you do not have access to the internet, we can advise you of other ways in which you can access this material. A list of submissions received to date is shown at attachment A.

Contact details

Delwyn Rance (administrative matters)
Ph:
03 9653 2182
Lawrence McDonald (other matters)
Ph:
03 9653 2178
Mail:
Disability Discrimination Act Inquiry

Productivity Commission

Locked Bag 2, Collins Street East

Melbourne 8003
Fax number for the inquiry
Fax:
03 9653 2305
TTY (telephone typewriter)
Ph:
1800 80 33 44
FREECALL
Ph:
1800 02 00 83
Inquiry website 
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiry/dda/index.html
E-mail*
dda@pc.gov.au
* If we do not notify of receipt of your e-mail message within 48 hours, please contact Delwyn Rance on the number above.

Paul Belin
Assistant Commissioner

Previous circulars on this inquiry

DDA1

Inquiry into the Disability Discrimination Act (includes Terms of Reference)

DDA2

Call for submissions and issues paper

DDA3

Changes to inquiry timetable

Accessibility

The Commission promotes access to its processes and outputs. Public hearings will be held in accessible venues. Publications, including circulars, are available in large print, or on the inquiry’s website: http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiry/dda/index.html.

If these formats are not suitable, or if you have any questions about access, see contact details below. 
Attachment A

List of submissions received


Sub. no. 
Organisation/Individual
Date 
Public pages


1
Val Pawagi
19/02/03
4


2
Jenny Guneratne
20/02/03
1


3
Pete Casey
3/03/03
4


4
Disability Officer, VTSAN
6/03/03
1


5
Peter Hesse
17/03/03
2


6
Ze Qun Niu
17/03/03
4


7
Rosemary Shanks
19/03/03
1


8
Maxine Singer
19/03/03
2


9
Becky Llewellyn
24/03/03
6


10
Ronald J. Soreng
24/03/03
6


11
Justine Woore
25/03/03
3


12
Richard Llewellyn
26/03/03
3


13
Stephanie Mortimer
27/03/03
1


14
Derrick Yee
27/03/03
2


15
SPARC Disability Foundation
28/03/03
4


16
Ronald J. Soreng
31/03/03
1


17
Communication Project Group
31/03/03
3


18
Access Design and Inspection Consultants
31/03/03
1


19
Kaerest Houston
2/04/03
4


20
Victor Camp
2/04/03
5


21
Community and Institutional Parents' 


Action on Intellectual Disability
2/04/03
2


22
Kincumber Lodge Resident Advocacy Group
4/04/03
2


23
Frank Hansford-Miller
3/04/03
5


24
Antonio Mastronardi (Senior)
4/04/03
2


25
Debbie-Lee McAullay
8/04/03
2


26
Robert Atkins
9/04/03
2


27
Jason Gray
9/04/03
211

28
Hilary Royes
10/04/03
1


29
Recruitment and Consulting Services 


Association
14/04/03
2


30
Tony and Heather Tregale
14/04/03
8


31
Australian Communication Exchange
14/04/03
16


32
Carers Australia
15/04/03
5


33
Souraya Bramston
16/04/03
2


34
J. Tyers, B. Hamon, B. Edis, G. Hill, A. Milner, 


B. Grey, B. McCann
16/04/03
9


35
Toowoomba City Council
16/04/03
5


Sub. no. 
Organisation/Individual
Date 
Public pages


36
ARAFMI Hunter
17/04/03
8


37
Kincumber Lodge Resident Advocacy Group
17/04/03
1


38
Australian Association of Special Education 


- SA Chapter
17/04/03
6


39
Australian Education Union
22/04/03
14


40
Melville Miranda
22/04/03
1


41
Troy Ellis
22/04/03
8


42
Betty Moore
22/04/03
7


43
Disability Action
22/04/03
4


44
Disability Services Commission
22/04/03
11


45
ACROD
23/04/03
4


46
Tom Byrnes
23/04/03
4


47
Betty Moore
23/04/03
2


48
Des LeFevre
23/04/03
2


49
Sussex Street Community Law Service (WA)
23/04/03
8


50
Rosalie Leaney
24/04/03
13


51
Mark Hunter
29/04/03
1


52
New South Wales Nurses' Association
29/04/03
3


53
Disability Justice Advocacy Inc.
29/04/03
2


54
Melville Miranda
29/04/03
1


55
Joe Harrison
30/04/03
12


56
Robin and Sheila King
30/04/03
14


57
Ronald J. Soreng
1/05/03
4


58
Trevor Oddy
1/05/03
5


59
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 


Commission
1/05/03
6


60
Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance
2/05/03
9


61
Melville Miranda
5/05/03
1


62
SANE Australia
5/05/03
2


63
Pam McGillivray
6/05/03
1


64
Disability Council of NSW
8/05/03
26
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To register your interest please complete and return this form to:

DDAct Inquiry
OR
By facsimile (fax) to:
Productivity Commission

Ms Delwyn Rance (03) 9653 2305

Locked Bag 2, Collins Street East
By email: dda@pc.gov.au

Melbourne  Vic  8003

You can also register your interest online at the inquiry home page: http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiry/dda/index.html

	Principal contact:
	
	
	Phone:
	

	Position:
	
	
	Fax:
	

	Email address:
	
	
	Mobile:
	

	Organisation:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Street address:
	
	
	
	

	Suburb/City:
	
	
	State & Postcode:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Postal address:
	
	
	
	

	Suburb/City:
	
	
	State & Postcode:
	


	Please indicate if you would prefer material in an alternative format:

	(
email with electronic copy of documents attached 

	(
email notice of updates to inquiry home page 

	(
large print documents

	(
other (please specify)………………………………………………………………………


If you intend to make a submission, please tick the appropriate boxes

(
I intend to make a submission to this inquiry

(
At this stage I would also like to discuss my submission at a public hearing. I would prefer to discuss my submission at a public hearing in:
(If you could attend more than one location, please number boxes in order of preference. Public Hearings MAY NOT be held in all of the cities listed. Video- and tele-conferencing may be available.)


(Sydney
(Brisbane
(Perth
(Canberra
(Darwin 

(Melbourne
(Adelaide
   (Hobart
(Other Location .........…….......
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