NATIONAL PARENTING CONFERENCE

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST AND/OR CONTRIBUTIONS TO PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Child and Youth Health, South Australia is holding a national parenting conference in September 2004.

This conference is for people who provide support and education to parents. Recent research, and the National Agenda for Children highlight the importance of parenting and this will be an opportunity for those who support parents to get together to learn and share. 

We know that there is much innovative and leading work going on in Australia in different aspects of parenting and would like the conference to highlight what is already happening as well as to offer opportunities for delegates to share ideas and challenges. We would like the conference to address particular areas of parenting interest eg parenting children with a disability, parenting children when a parent has a mental illness, parenting after family break-up, parenting with different cultural backgrounds and values etc. The organising committee, which comprises members from education, health, justice and community looks forward to hearing about what you might want the conference to cover, what particular areas of interest are important in your work and any other suggestions at this early stage.

We are also negotiating with some leading international researchers to present at the conference.

The goals of the National Parenting Conference are to:

· raise awareness of the importance of parenting

· provide new information and skill development relevant to provision of parent support

· provide a forum to assist in the development of networks between people and organisations working with parents
Please send your thoughts, ideas, expressions of interest etc. to 

Chris Caudle

Conference Coordinator

Centre for Parenting 

Child and Youth Health

295 South Tce

Adelaide SA 5000

Phone: 08 83031581

Email: caudle.chris@saugov.sa.gov.au
