Sons and Daughters are Writing a Book!

A book that reflects the strength, diversity, resilience, and triumphs of sons and daughters. An expression of hope, a celebration of past achievements and a way forward. 

What is this about?

A national publication gathering voices, stories and images of sons and daughters of Vietnam veterans is under way. This book is a collection of writing and pictures by sons and daughters of Vietnam veterans from all over Australia. The book will describe how sons and daughters have met challenges and adversity in their lives. Sons and daughters of Vietnam veterans are invited to contribute. Articles by health professionals about issues of interest to sons and daughters will also be included.

How will it work?

A National Publication Panel consisting of a daughter, a son, and two experts in mental health, and Stephen Lawton, National Sons and Daughters Project Officer has been formed. The Panel will be responsible for the final selection of work to be included in the book. The Panel also offers advice on a number of other issues including consultation methods with sons and daughters around Australia; selection criteria for writings and images; style and final content. Louise Du Chesne, Sons and Daughters Project Officer in Lismore, NSW has been contracted to manage the project.

Contributions (poems, stories, personal experiences, photographs, drawings) are invited from sons and daughters all over Australia. The project will be advertised in local newsletters and promoted within regional reference groups of sons and daughters from Townsville to Hobart and Perth to Darwin. Louise Du Chesne will also visit a couple of reference groups to run workshops and gather stories. 

Published work will need to meet the selection criteria and authors will have to sign a release form to enable their work to be published. You must be aged 18 or over to submit work. Not all work submitted will necessarily be published. 

What we are looking for:
· Stories and images that are positive.

· Stories and images that describe a way out of problems toward solutions.

· Stories and images that talk about hardships and what the person did about them.

· Material that is inspirational.

· Material that encourages help seeking.

· Material that fits with identified mental health themes.

How Can I Get Involved? Send your story or drawing (or both!) to the address below. You will need to send in the release and moral rights waiver form also. If you do not have this form we can send one to you. You can submit more than one piece. All published work will be anonymous. Please nominate a ‘pen name’ (a made up name) for your work as well as including your actual name and contact details.

Deadline is July 14 2003. Word limit is 750 words.

Call Louise on 02 66224479 or email louise.duchesne@dva.gov.au for more information.
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