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Use of the Early Development Instrument (EDI) in 

Australian communities - establishment of a national project 

Background

Representatives from the health, community and education sectors around Australia met in August 2003 for two days to discuss the feasibility of developing and implementing a tool to measure the health, development and wellbeing of children at school entry.  There was particular interest in a tool that could measure these parameters at a population rather than an individual level, which did not duplicate data currently available, and would inform communities about how young children were travelling, with the potential of also evaluating the effectiveness of local interventions. The value of such a tool was recognised within the context of increasing interest in early childhood. 

The meeting concluded that the Canadian Early Development Instrument (EDI), completed by primary school teachers in the first year of school, should be further developed through a coordinated national effort with input from both technical and policy experts. Support should also be established for interested communities across Australia to utilise the tool. A grant from the Stronger Families and Communities Strategy of the Australian Government Department of Family and Community Services enabled this meeting to take place. 

Project Overview

The Australian EDI (AEDI) project, to be undertaken over the next three years, will include:

· The adaptation and shortening of the Canadian EDI, including a short pilot phase

· Further validation work being undertaken through the Longitudinal Study of Australian Children

· The development of appropriate training packages for the AEDI, web based data entry and centralised data analysis capacity

· Tools for mapping and community facilitation 

· The establishment of a national technical and implementation advisory group

· The development of a national evaluation framework

· The establishment of a national support centre

The AEDI tool will be able to be accessed through the web. There will be no costs associated with accessing the tool. There may be some costs incurred at the local level for the teacher’s training and time to enter the data, and the generation of reports. Support will be provided to enable communities or states to explore the utility of the data in community mapping, planning and evaluation of local initiatives over time. The aim of the AEDI is to provide an accessible and useful coordinated data system that will enable communities to make a difference to the health and development of young children across the country.

It is envisaged that there will be a call for expressions of interest later this year for those communities potentially wanting to implement the AEDI in 2004. 

The AEDI project is funded by the Australian Government through the Department of Family and Community Services. 

Project team

The Centre for Community Child Health (CCCH), Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne in partnership with the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research, Perth are undertaking this project. The team leading this project includes Dr Sharon Goldfeld, Professor Frank Oberklaid and Professor Sven Silburn. Project support will be provided by Catherine Archer. 

If you would like to be kept informed about the progress of the project then please provide your contact details to Catherine Archer at the Centre for Community Child Health: 

Email: catherine.archer@rch.org.au

Telephone: 03 9345 6337 
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