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INFORMATION SHEET TO PARTICIPANTS

Project Title: PRIMARY SCHOOL EXPERIENCES OF ADULT CHILDREN OF PARENTS WITH BIPOLAR DISORDER 

To Whom It May Concern,  

My name is Kim Brown and I am an Honours student at the University of Technology, Sydney where I am undertaking a degree in Special Education (Honours). I also have a parent with Bipolar Disorder and it is this topic that I am currently researching. I am passionate about the rights and dignity of people with a mental illness and their families and believe that research and education are important tools for promoting the livelihood of families affected by mental illness. 

My research aims to find out about the primary school experiences of adult children of parents with Bipolar Disorder. If you live in Sydney and are over 20 years of age I would like to interview you about your schooling experiences and what your thoughts and feelings may have been throughout these years. There will be one or two separate interviews with myself, between 1–1.5 hours long each, at a time and location convenient to you. 

If you live outside of Sydney then I would like to correspond with you via the e-mail to also conduct a type of written interview. I will forward a set of open-ended questions that may take between 1-1.5 hours to answer. 

Throughout the research, participation is voluntary and privacy and confidentiality will be maintained. Research will only commence upon your consent and you may withdraw at any time without question. 

I realise this research is of a sensitive nature and I promise not to question you on any area or issue you are not comfortable with and will respect your right to not answer any questions you do not wish to. I promise to conduct myself in a professional and ethical manner at all times and will adhere to the requirements of the Ethics Committee, which has granted approval for this research.

Your contribution will assist me in developing my Thesis, which will be submitted for marking in November 2004. Your name and personal contact details will not be published and as such you will not be identified in this document. All materials leading to my thesis will be protected. 

Should you have any questions concerning this research that you would like answered before consideration in this project I can be contacted on (02) 9808 4337 or 0409 742 690, k.b.brown@bigpond.com. 

My supervisor for this research project is Dr Kitty te Riele and she would be happy to answer any questions that I cannot help you with or that you would prefer she address. Her contact details are:    (02) 9514 5269
kitty.teriele@uts.edu.au
I anticipate that this will be a very positive endeavour that will be meaningful in a variety of ways. Thank-you for your consideration in this research project. I look forward to hearing from you so we can make further arrangements. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kim Brown

(Student identification: 01074006)

NOTE: This study has been approved by the University of Technology, Sydney Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have any complaints or reservations about any aspect of your participation in this research which you cannot resolve with the researcher, you may contact Dr Kitty te Riele (ph: +61 2 9514 5269, kitty.teriele@uts.edu.au).  Any complaint will be treated in confidence and investigated fully and you will be informed of the outcome. 
